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Notes from the director

Dear Hoosier Region Members:

Half of 2021 is already in the history books.
Your Board of Managers has restarted having
meetings. All Hoosier Region members are invited
to attend. We meet on the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:00 p.m. We have dinner at Murphy's
Steak House at Flynns, located at 5198 Allisonville
Road, Indianapolis, 46205. All nine board mem-
bers attended June's meeting. This was the first
time in ages that all nine were able to meet togeth-
er.

On Saturday, May 15, three Hoosier Region
members, Jeff Hagloch, Jeff Shively, and I met at
the Lincoln Square Pancake House for breakfast to
start off the 2021 season, our first event since
COVID stopped everything. The small group had
a great time visiting and talking Lincolns and Con-
tinentals. All it takes to have a meeting is two!
This event had three who enjoyed the camaraderie.
At least it was a start.

Hoosier Region also gathered on Father’s Day,
June 20, at Kokomo’s annual “Sunday in the Park”
car show. Four members attended. Bill Baird,
brought a new purple Dodge Charger, which is one
fast car! David Columbe came in a 1957 Ford
Thunderbird. Eleanor and I drove a 1969 Lincoln
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Continental. This was a BIG, BIG, show, with
over 300 cars on display. Hot rods were the norm,
but a decent number of stock vehicles were on dis-
play. Several people took a good long look and
snapped pictures of the '69 sedan. One event goer
in particular asked about the '69, was told about
LCOC and the Hoosier Region. He has already
turned in an RSVP for the July 17 picnic. Hopeful-
ly they will decide to join our club. This just
shows that attending events are not only fun ways
to spend time, but your club just might gain a
member.

By now, you have received your invitation to our
11™ annual picnic. Please send in your RSVP as
soon as possible, stating the number of box lunches
you will need if so desired. Eleanor and I are look-
ing forward to hosting again this year.

Send your registrations in for the LCOC Home-
coming in August and Eastern National Meet in
October. Make you hotel reservations, the earlier,
the better.

We also need articles for the Lincoln Log. Write
one about your favorite Lincoln and send to Jeff
Shtihvely. He needs your input! See you all on the
177

Continentally yours,
Joe S. & Eleanor Columbe
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Best Show in Town

ach spring for the past few

years, I have looked forward to

the arrival of Dana Mecum’s

Spring Classic at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds. Auctions are not my
preferred method of purchasing a car, but
I do enjoy seeing a couple of thousand
cars and trucks for sale in one spot.

There is something about the atmos-
phere at the State Fairgrounds. For many
years, the Jackson Township Community
Band from Brazil played a gig on the first
Thursday of the State Fair. The aromas
from the food vendors’ stands, the sights
and sounds of the crowds, and the bright
lights of the midway combined into an
experience that I looked forward to each
August. Mecum has a bit of that same

Top 1940 Lincoln-Zephyr Continental
Cabriolet Right 1946 Lincoln Continental
Coupe. Photos by the author.
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Mecum Comes to Indy
By Jeff Shively
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Above 1955 Lincoln Capri Coupe. Left 1948
Lincoln Continental Cabriolet. Photos by the
author.

warm feeling to it, so I make it a point to spend a day or two
on-site when the auction comes to town.

On Saturday, May 15, a small group of Hoosier Region
members met at the Lincoln Square Pancake House not far
from the State Fairgrounds. Joe Columbe, Jeff Hagloch, and
this author enjoyed breakfast at the restaurant while talking
about Lincolns. Joe went on to the auction.

This year, I went to Mecum on back-to-back days, probably
not the best choice for a fellow with flat feet. Despite the vast-
ness of the venue, I always run into people I know. As I ap-
proached the entrance on my first day, Tuesday, I ran into Joe
Columbe and his son Mitch. In addition to checking out the
Lincolns for sale, Joe and Mitch planned to take a hair-raising,
tire squealing ride in one of the modern Dodge muscle cars
roaring around a temporary track not far from the auction en-
trance. Later on, I also saw another local LCOC guy, Charlie
Mullen. You might remember his exquisite mint green 1948
Lincoln Continental Coupe from the Carmel Artomobilia and
from the 2016 Mid-America Meet in Dayton. On my second
day, I picked up my traveling buddy John Madden at his stor-
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age facility off of 71% Street, conveniently located between
my house and the State Fairgrounds. By the end of that after-
noon, I knew that I’d overdone it. A month later, my feet still
hurt!

Most of the cars for sale at these auctions are of minimal
interest to me, but it is still a lot of fun seeing the diversity of
our hobby. Lincolns comprised a tiny percentage of the ma-
chines up for sale, but I think that the crop this year was more
interesting than in recent years. Last year, there were many
slabside convertibles, but this year, there was only a single
example, a 1965 model.

As far as I was concerned, the big news was the number and
quality of first-generation Continentals. There were four, in-
cluding the 1942 Cabriolet pictured in Mecum’s ad in the up-
coming issue of the Comments. Two were postwar cars, a
1946 Coupe and a 1948 Cabriolet. When it comes to this era,
my favorites are 1940 and 1941, with ‘40 slightly edging out
‘41. Luckily for me, there was a lovely black 1940 Lincoln-
Zephyr Continental Cabriolet for sale at Mecum. While I
would be proud to have any one of these four Lincolns in my
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Top 1959 Lincoln Continental Mark IV Convertible.
Right 1960 Lincoln Continental Mark V Sedan.
Photos by the author.

garage, this *40 was my favorite of all the cars at the auction.
The red leather interior had just enough patina to give it char-
acter. The black finish was nice, but not so nice that I’d be
afraid to drive it. For a moment, I pondered how good that
would look parked next to my maroon 1941 Cadillac convert-
ible. It is hard to beat late prewar convertibles for sheer artist-
ry on wheels!

A place like Mecum can be a sensory overload for car
buffs. There was something for everyone. If transported
somehow from 42 years in the past, my six-year-old self
would have gone bonkers over the pair of 1979 Pontiac Trans
Ams in Nocturne Blue. All told, there were probably a half-
dozen cars that I could picture myself owning at some point
in the future.

There once was a time when I would see an old car and be-
come almost obsessed with either owning it or one like it. As
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I have aged, I have become more content with what I have
and what I will likely own one day. Yes, it would have been
nice if I could have bid on and won that black 40 Continen-
tal. But that begs a very practical question. Would I be able to
maintain it and the yet unpurchased (as of this writing) 1963
Lincoln Continental plus the two vintage Cadillacs I currently
own? In my mind, there is nothing worse than an old car that
just sits in the garage collecting dust. It needs to be out on the
road, being enjoyed by its owner doing what it does best...
eating up mile after mile of two-lane blacktop. Still, spending
two days at Mecum provided a nice break from reality, letting
many of us dream about what could be, if only....

Jeff Shively lives in Noblesville. A version of this article will ap-

pear in the July-August issue of the Lincoln and Continental Com-
ments,
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