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local dues automatically renewed for the next year. 
 
The contents of THE CONTINENTAL STAR are intended 
to be as factual and accurate as possible; however, the club 
assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of its contents.  
Articles by members are not necessarily endorsed by the 
club or its officers.  Letters to the Editor are encouraged 
and may be printed unless otherwise requested. 

 DIRECTORS REPORT 
 
It is hard to believe, but summer is half 
over here in the Houston, Texas Gulf 
Coast region.   Those who attended the 
Niftee 50ees car show event followed 
by the get- together at Glenn and 
Dawn’s home were rewarded with a 
very memorable time with great people, 
automobiles and food.  Our thanks and 
hats off to Glenn and Dawn for their 
hospitality.  Our July meeting was a 
visit to the Tony Gullo Auto collection at 
his home in Magnolia.  There he had 
over 200 automobiles on display in a 
wonderful setting with other 
memorabilia and it truly was a great 
experience.  It is amazing that one 
could accumulate such a vast 
collection and have the means to take 
care of the overhead and the ability to 
share the passion with others.  
Between the LCOC Texas Gulf Coast 
Region and the Vintage Chevrolet Club 
we were able to donate $540.00 to the 
Gullo Christmas for Kids foundation.  
Mr. Gullo explained to the crowd how 
he got into automobile collecting and 
how his foundation uses its money for 
the benefit of needy children and 
families at Christmas time.  I can speak 
for all….it was an eye opening, very 
enjoyable experience. 
 
Our club continues to grow with several 
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Tony’s Used Cars 
 
On July 20, we visited the Tony Gullo Family Car Collection in Magnolia.  This is 
a private collection that is occasionally opened up to groups like ours.  A $10 
contribution is given to the Christmas For Kids charity, which provides Christmas 
gifts and a party for 40-60 Montgomery County families who could not otherwise 
afford to celebrate the holiday. 
 
There are about 240 cars in the collection with about 200 on display.  Tony has 
been collecting for some years but became serious about it 30 years ago.  A few 
were trade-ins from his dealerships, but almost all of the collection has been 
purchased for that purpose. 
 
He has a restoration team but tries to acquire cars that are in good shape 
already, because a full restoration takes such a long time.  He usually doesn’t 
sell cars from the collection unless he finds a better example and replaces a car.  
There are two cars that are his current favorites:  A Cadillac that is being worked 
on and is not on display, and a 1955 Chevy Bel Air in coral and gray that is 
exactly the same as a new car he bought. 
 
There were six Lincolns and Continentals on display: 
 
• 1938 Lincoln Zephyr Businessman’s coupe, dark red.  My favorite of all 

the cars in the collection.  It is the inspiration for half the street rods that 
are taking over the hobby, and it’s better looking than almost all of them. 

 
• A 30’s Zephyr street rod 
 
• An aqua 1955 Lincoln two door coupe with a magnificent interior 
 
• 1956 Continental Mark II in white.  This was one of my favorites because it 

wasn’t costing me money every minute. 
 
• A two tone 1948 Lincoln Continental coupe 
 
• A low mileage 1960 Lincoln four door sedan in yellow.  Not a lot of 1960 

Lincolns around anyway, but especially four door sedans.  A lot more four 
door hardtops were built.  The interior on this car, which was displayed 
two years ago at the Houston Auto Show, looks untouched. 

 
One of the great things about this collection is the wide range of ages and makes 
of cars—everything from a Model T to a 2007 Saleen; a Rolls Royce or Pierce 
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Hot August Meeting – Escalante’s Mexican Grill 
47oo Beechnut (corner of Beechnut and 610 West Loop) 

Sunday, August 17 
1:00 

 
The Steak & Ale hosted one too many events with lousy tippers and is closed.  We’ve 
moved our August meeting to Escalante’s at Meyerland Plaza.  Join us on Sunday the 
17th. 
 
Escalante’s is near the corner of Beechnut and the southbound feeder of 610.  Parking 
next to the restaurant may be tight, but as you face the restaurant to the left, there is the 
large Meyerland lot.  Don’t open your door into my car. 
 
 
 

Tony’s Used Cars 
(from page 2) 

 
Arrow parked cheek to jowl (pontoon to running board?) with a Crosley, Henry J, 
or Nash Metropolitan.  There are muscle cars, street rods, and foreign makes, 
but most of the collection is American antiques and classics. 
 
All of the cars are well maintained and displayed in several settings, including a 
used car lot, a malt shop, a service station, even a barber shop. 
 
I enjoyed seeing a 1937 Cord Beverly sedan.  What great lines!  And you get 
more instrumentation than a B-52.  Also, there was a postwar Ford woody that 
was bought from Andy Griffith.  No word on whether Opie stole the keys and 
cruised with a six pack. 
 
It was an interesting day.  I planned to caravan to Magnolia with John Pariza, 
who would drive his ice blue 1975 Mark IV.  But when I arrived at John’s house, 
he suggested we both ride in the Mark IV and split the gas.  I asked him what 
kind of mileage the car got.  John thought for a moment. 
 
“41 miles per gallon or so,” he said.  “And that’s city.” 
 
“Oh, okay.”  And off we went. 
 
It was a pleasant ride.  The Mark IV is a great highway car. 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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Tony’s Used Cars 
(from page 3) 

 
 
After the tour, we planned to chat with members of the Vintage Chevrolet Club 
along with some Olds and Cadillac members.  But Frances McNeil called.  She 
and Mike had a flat tire and were stranded.  She asked us to come and bring 
some cold drinks.  I think I heard Mike say, “Pina coladas!” in the background. 
 
When we arrived, Mike was on his hands and knees, trying to inflate the tire by 
blowing on the valve stem.  The reason they were stranded was that they had 
blown a tire the previous night, and the spare was already on the truck.  So it 
wasn’t fair to criticize them for not having a spare.  But we did anyway. 
 
We threw the old tire into the immaculately groomed trunk of John’s Mark IV.  It 
was worth the trip just to see the look on his face when that dirty tire hit the 
mouton carpet in the trunk. 
 
We piled into the Mark IV and headed off in search of a new tire.  All of us 
shouted out directions, but fortunately, John ignored them and found a store.  A 
few bucks out of Mike’s wallet, and we were on our way back to mount the tire. 
 
The ride home was without incident, other than the Mark IV coming up a little 
short on the 41 mpg.  I think maybe John moved the decimal point. 
 
Take a look at the pictures, and guess which go with these captions: 
 

Gary Birk explains to his father why he disassembled the family 
sedan. 

 
Hernando DeSoto never found the City of Gold.  But he took a dip in 
the River of Chrome. 

 
 

Hold –CONTROL- down and click on this link: 
Gullo Family Collection 7-2008 - a set on Flickr 

 
Click on any of the pictures to see a larger image, or click on “Slideshow” 

in the UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER. 
 

Thank you!!! to Frances McNeil and Gary Birk for the pictures. 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/houstonlincolns/sets/72157606401432544/


Kingwood Classic Car Show 
 

In June, the Northpark Barber Shop in Kingwood hosted its 6th annual classic car 
show.  TGCR was given its own area (and shade!).  Not sure if this was because 
we had a great collection of Lincolns or because they were afraid we would 
damage the other cars or steal the radio knobs.  Pictures: 
 
 

Hold –CONTROL- down and click on this link: 
 

Kingwood 6-2008 - a set on Flickr 
 

Click on any of the pictures to see a larger image, or click on “Slideshow” 
in the UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER.  If you would like to see pictures of 

the other cars at the show, e-mail me (neil.pierson@earthlink.net). 
 

Thanks to Frances McNeil for these pictures! 
 
 
 

Parade in Galveston 
 
Every Fourth of July, Galveston holds a parade and celebration.  All are invited to 
march, bicycle, roller blade, unicycle, whatever.  It’s an excellent opportunity to 
see how bad that overheating problem on your old convertible is.  Happily, no 
boilovers or blown gaskets were reported this year, and the cars did well, too. 
 
Bill Love and GW Cornelius have participated for many years.  Joining them this 
year were the McNeils in their ’76 Mark IV and the Vagues in their ’41 Lincoln 
Continental.  The parade took longer than usual, because some participants 
tossed candy to the crowd, and Mike McNeil kept stopping to pick it up.  Pictures: 
 

Hold –CONTROL- down and click on this link: 
 

Galveston Parade 7-2008 - a set on Flickr 
 

Click on any of the pictures to see a larger image, or click on “Slideshow” 
in the UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER.  If you would like to see more 

pictures, e-mail me (neil.pierson@earthlink.net). 
 

Thanks to Frances McNeil for these pictures! 
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Don’t Ask Me 
(Notes from the Editor) 

 
As Hurricane/Tropical Storm/Light Sprinkle Edouard headed toward Houston, I 
received a call from halfway around the world.  Sharon, who is in India, was 
checking up on my emergency preparations. 
 
“Everything is under control,” I told her proudly.  “I’ve been to the store and 
stocked up on Pop Tarts.” 
 
Sharon sounded… well, disbelieving. 
 
“Pop Tarts?!  How about water?  Did you get some water?” 
 
“You don’t eat Pop Tarts with water.  Jeez, Sharon, use your head, okay?” 
 
“I don’t suppose it occurred to you that if the power goes out, you can’t toast the 
Pop Tarts.” 
 
“No one has ever gotten salmonella from eating uncooked Pop Tarts,” I gently 
reminded her.  “That’s more than you can say for your jalapenos.” 
 
“Aaaauughhhh!  What about batteries?” 
 
“The toaster won’t run on batteries.  Have you been drinking?” 
 
“So that’s your emergency preparedness kit:  Pop Tarts,” she said in disgust. 
 
“Well, yeah.  Pop tarts and sand bags.” 
 
“You don’t—What?  Sand bags?” 
 
“Remember those two bags of sand we got three years ago to fill in low spots in 
the yard?  You know, the bags we have to step over to get into the garage?  
Sharon?  Hello?” 
 
Phone service in India is very unreliable. 
 

No Katy All-Ford Meet This Year 
Mike Weltzien reports that there will be no Katy All-Ford meet this year.  The 
Katy Parks and Recreation Director has decided that cars will no longer be 
permitted in the park, and efforts to relocate the show have not been successful 
yet.  Thanks to Mike and the Early Ford V-8 club for some great memories! 
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TGCR Welcomes New Arrivals! 
By Glenn Kramer 

 
 
We’re pleased to announce the 
“birth” of two new arrivals into our 
region.  The 66 Convertible of Keith 
Steber and the ’79 Cartier Mark V of 
our Director, Bryan Felt. 
 
Keith had been looking for a ’66 or 
’67 convertible for a while.  He goes 
back a long way with our region, 
having been a member with his ex-
Mike Cole ’66 convert from 1990 to 
’95. Before that, He owned a ’74 
Town Car, a ’66 sedan in college 
and remembers fondly his 
grandparents’ ’64 sedan.  He sold 
both the ‘66 and ’74 some time ago 
and just wanted to get back in the 
game. 
 
His search took him to Craig’s List, 
where he found a decent ’66 
convertible, off white with a 
turquoise interior.  I sent a friend to 
look it over and it passed the first  

 “20 foot” test.  Keith than flew out to 
Phoenix, inspected the car and 
purchased it.  A few weeks later, the 
shipper dropped it off and here it is!  It 
needs some work but is very solid.  
The interior is original and looks great, 
the engine sounds terrific and all in all, 
it’s a wonderful addition to the club. 
 
Bryan decided to pick up his Cartier 
after the seller “made him an offer he 
couldn’t refuse”.  He had the car 
shipped from Salt Lake into Houston, 
where it arrived a few weeks ago.  The 
car is in nice shape and heavily 
optioned.  Bryan must have really 
missed air conditioning on his ’50 Sport 
Sedan! 
 
Anyway, both cars are primed and 
ready for the next TGCR meeting 
where they will stand for inspection.  
Congratulations to Keith and Bryan on 
their new arrivals! 

 
 

Pictures: 
 

Hold –CONTROL- down and click on either of these links: 
Keith Steber's 66 Convertible - a set on Flickr 

Bryan Felt's 79 Mark V - a set on Flickr 
 

Click on any of the pictures to see a larger image, or click on “Slideshow” 
in the UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER. 

 
Thank you!!! to Glenn Kramer and Keith Steber for the pictures. 
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Mark Your Calendars 
 
August 14 - 17 
(Thursday - Sunday) 
 

LCOC Eastern National Meet, Columbus, OH 
 

August 17 (Sunday) – 1:00 
 

Escalante’s, Beechnut at the 610 West Loop 
 

October 
 

Fall All-Texas Meet 
 

November 
 

Barbecue, Jim & MaryJo Vague's house 
 

December 
 

Holiday party 
 

 
New Parts 

 
Welcome to new member Ed Oppermann!  Ed has a great collection of cars: 

1934 Lincoln KA Town Car , 70,000 all original unrestored miles.. 
1923 Cadillac 7 passenger limousine Phaeton, low mileage, all original 
1930 Ford Deluxe Sport Roadster, restored 
1977 Lincoln Bill Blass Mark V 23,000 original miles 
1989 Lincoln Town Car... new top, paint & upholstery 

I think that’s the only Lincoln K in the Texas Gulf Coast Region, which would also 
make it the best.  Can’t wait to see it!  Picture: 
 

Hold –CONTROL- down and click on this link: 
 

Ed Oppermann's Cars on Flickr - Photo Sharing! 
 

Click on the picture to see a larger image.  Thanks to Ed for the picture! 
 
 
 

Director’s Report 
(from page 1) 

 
new members since our last newsletter and we welcome them and their fine 
automobiles.  Join us at our next meeting at Escalante’s on Beechnut at the West 
Loop 610 on August 17 at 1:00 PM and let’s get to know each other better and 
show off our fine Lincolns in the Meyerland parking lot.  A big thanks goes to all 
who assist and contribute to the club.  The vitality, growth and fun are all 
attributed to those who donate their time and efforts…..again, THANK YOU so 
much! 
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