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2015 San Diego Western National Meet
Elliston Bell Winner, 1956 Lincoln,
October 14-18
Thomas Askounis.
Nearly 200 members and their
guests attended the 2015 Western
National
Meet
which
began
Wednesday, October 14 with a continental breakfast in the Tiki Pavilion of
the Town and Country Resort Hotel in
San Diego’s Mission Valley. This was
followed by a driving tour to five San
Diego car collections. Some toured
the USS Midway, a floating museum
honoring a great warship that was
commissioned in 1945. Then we had a
terrific welcome dinner at Trellises

Restaurant which was opened just for
our group.
Famed designer James Powers followed dinner with a wonderful original presentation highlighting his personal life and career.
Thursday about 24 members participated in a long driving tour to
Ramona with lunch at DiCarlo's
restaurant and then they continued on
to the San Pasqual Battlefield Museum
for a lesson in old California history.
Others took a short driving tour to
three San Diego car collections finishing with John Ellison’s Calumet collection. This was followed by lunch
and a driving tour to Point Loma with
photo ops. Culmination of the day's
activities was a
cruise
on
the
William D. Evans
stern wheeler that
included
scenic
views of Mission
Bay at sunset and in
darkness and a wonderful
buffet.
Continued on Page 4

The field from
the Fifth floor
of the hotel.
Left, Western
Region
Members
with
Forties
Cars.
Right,
Lincoln
Zephyrs
and
Lincoln
Ks and Ls.
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Board of Managers
& Officers LCOC
Western Region

Di r e ct o r’ s m e ss a g e
The LCOC Western National Meet in San
Diego...What a Meet! What a Team!
While you will be reading plenty about the details
throughout Confab and later Comments, I want to take
my space this month to give a big THANK YOU to our
fantastic committee:
Ron Cressy brought a vision to our Annual Meeting
two years ago and made a compelling case that the "meet of our time" could
be held and could be successful by every conventional measurement. He
then proceeded to fill in the blanks with a week full of activities that would
bring people early to enjoy fantastic events while at the same time generating a large number of room nights in the hotel that would provide the means
to offset many meet expenses. He worked a tough contract with the hotel that
passed the test of time (and hotel management changes, too), and enabled us
to get what we needed for a first class meet at great savings.
Jim Ayres' touch was on every aspect of this fabulous event, as he tirelessly and often single-handedly did whatever had to be done to ensure success.
We were in awe of his passion and selfless contributions of time and money
to make this an event beyond comparison. His interface with the Lincoln
Motor Car Company and with the Witt dealership was nothing but first class
public relations work. His constant interface with LOC, LZOC, and other
Lincoln clubs was classic automobile missionary work that was proven effective by the quality and diversity of the cars that showed up on our show field.
John Kiszla cannot be thanked enough for all the hard work he put into
organizing and overseeing our first on-line registration process. John put in
almost a full time job that help us stay on top of everything with the hotel,
meals, and events. The on-site check-in and new registrations were handled
with a calm grace that was truly appreciated by all attendees.
Kerry Roscoe had to be one of the hardest working members of our team,
interfacing with everyone on the meet committee as our events were planned
and executed. Kerry was responsible for all hotel meals, stocking and
staffing our hospitality suite, the meet program, audio visual support, and
managing the hotel contract. She was also available to lend a hand with
sponsors, registration, the auction, and VIP interface--a true partner who
deserves a lot of recognition for the attention to detail and interaction our
attendees told us they appreciated.
John Ellison coordinated a bay dinner cruise that was a wonderful treat
and so very "San Diego." He shared his collection and arranged for access
to other high quality private collections during two very memorable tours that
were the talk of the meet. John also arranged the motorcycle escort for the
Grand Caravan through Balboa Park that created quite a memorable scene for
the residents of San Diego.
Dave Huhn served as our Field Marshal, and his efficiency, thoroughness,
and flexibility made a very tough job look easy. There were many late registrants and many changes, and he handled them all in stride. People loved the
(Continued on next page.)
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way that the cars looked and how they related to each other in what has been
described by many as one of the best fields ever assembled.
Tom McCarthy selflessly sequestered himself for days getting the trophies
organized and ready for the Gala Awards Banquet. He was extremely thorough and he ensured that we had a flawless presentation ceremony.
Elayne Bendel made sure that our meet’s presence in San Diego was well
known through her terrific efforts made in promotion and publicity. She was
also the Committee's scribe and conscience, precisely capturing our plans
and assignments during each meeting to make sure we met our commitments
for excellence in planning and execution.
Rob Shearan raised what may be the most money ever made at one of our
meet auctions! …and he made it fun! He stepped into this role and made it
his own, reading the room, getting the prices, and moving things along to
deliver a great night!
Jan McNiel and Marv Wendt had the impossible task to kept track of the
auction winning bids, the silent auction, and the 50/50 raffle that required so
much time, energy and focus. Then they got to deal with collecting the
money and closing it all out. This was tough work that pulled in the bulk of
our special income.
Steven Erler gave us a strong face to the public with his creative images
that delighted and inspired. He created a brand that was recognizable and
impactful, and was a key member of our fund raising efforts with the donation of his note cards and posters as a source of revenue for the meet.
Jim Finley helped out wherever needed, especially with pictures of the
cars, the People's Choice Award, and making sure that we were clearly communicating with all of the new LCOC and non-LCOC participants.
Tim Howley supported the club with photography and stories for the
Western National Meet in San Diego and worked to set up the long distance
driving tour to Ramona.
John Walcek ensured that we have the outstanding photographic history
that we have come to expect.
Thank you all for one of our best meets ever!!!
Until next time ........Stacy

If you didn't pick up your set of
our beautiful commemorative
note cards while at the San
Diego Meet you can still purchase YOUR set today.
Christmas is right around the
corner and these will make
the perfect gift for any Lincoln
Lover. Please contact Steven
Erler at stevenerler@mac.com
to place your order.

Ride High with LCOC Flags
on Your Lincoln
Now available, durable, satin car flag with
LCOC logo screen printed on both sides.
Easily attaches to Lincolns with frameless
side glass (1970 and newer). $30.00 for a
set of two. All prices include shipping.
Make checks payable to Western Region
LCOC and mail to: Baron Night, P.O. Box
5141, Anaheim, CA 92814 For questions
about merchandise, e-mail Baron Night
at nitrovb@netzero.net.

Western Region
Events 2015
The Western National Meet in
San Diego was the final
Region event of 2015.
A Board of Directorʼs Meeting
and General
Membership Meeting
was held on Friday, October
16, at the Town and Country
Resort Hotel, headquarters
for the meet.

Western Region dues are $35 a year; add $10 for Western Region membership outside the U.S.
(Canada or Mexico). All dues are payable in U.S. currency to Western Region Membership Chairman,
9318 Chaparral Road, Canoga Park, California 91304-1206. Membership in the Western Region of
LCOC is open to all parties interested in Lincoln Continental automobiles. Ownership of a Lincoln
automobile is not necessary to join LCOC. You must, however, be or become a member of the National
LCOC to be eligible to join the Western Region. Dues are in addition to Region dues. The Continental
Confab is the official publication of the Western Region LCOC. It is distributed by First Class Mail to
Western Region Members. Material contained in the Confab is intended to be as factual as possible,
but neither the Western Region nor the editors assume any responsibility for the correctness of the
material or its sources. Nothing in the Confab will be reproduced without the written permission of
the editors and the Western Region Board of Managers. Car-related marketplace ads are free to members, except those conducting a commercial enterprise. Ads will run for three issues. Advertisers
must contact editors to extend or modify ads. Non-member ads are $10 per issue, with a three issue
minimum. We request you notify editors when vehicle or parts are sold. All free ads are subject to
editing and space availability. The deadline for submission of articles or ads is the 20th of the month
prior tø the issue requested. All article contributions may be submitted in writing to: Confab, 1780
Iris Way, Escondido, CA 92027.
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(San Diego Meet continued
from Page 1.)

Arriving at
the
San Diego
Auto Museum
on the
Thursday
Tour.

Lecture
at the
San Diego
Auto
Museum.

Lunch at
John Ellison’s
Calumet
Collection.

Visiting
the
Only Yesterday
Museum.

Thursday tour
to
Terry Knoepp’s
collection
in
Ramona.

4

•

CONTINENTAL CONFAB

•

NOVEMBER 2015

Friday morning we assembled for a
Grand Caravan Parade of some 45 cars
into Balboa Park passing over the
Cabrillo Bridge and entering the Plaza
de Panama for a mini concours at the
San Diego Automotive Museum. Most
of us stayed to enjoy our passes for visiting some of the many excellent museums there. These included the
Automotive Museum,
Aviation
Museum, Natural History Museum, San
Diego Museum of Art, and many others.
Some of us were able to admire the
Spreckels Organ Pavilion and the lovely
Japanese
Friendship
Garden.
Mechanical judging continued in the
parking structure at the hotel during the
afternoon
Late in the day the LCOC Western
Region held its board meeting where
new board members were installed and
plans made for regional events for the
coming year.
An excellent Mediterranean buffet
dinner topped with cannoli and other
Italian-style desserts preceded a successful fundraising auction, where meet
participants were not only generous, but
also walked away with some good bargains.
Saturday the show field at the hotel
materialized and what a fabulous sight!
Dave Huhn and his band of elves got
more than 80 cars parked and situated in
a virtual blink of an eye. As far as anyone could see generations of Lincolns
sat side-by-side for aesthetic judging
and the enjoyment of our members and
the general public. Rarely has there
been so many cars from all eras ranging
from the 1920s all the way up to the latest Marks.
Beautiful examples of the classics
from the 1920s and '30s wowed the
onlookers along with lovely Zephyr
examples and the original Continentals
from the 1940s which inspired the formation of the LCOC. One original
Lincoln from 1950 highlighted the cars
fro m t h at d ecad e, bu t t h e r e w e r e

many examples of the 1956 and ‘57
Lincolns and Mark IIs as well as
Lincoln's largest cars, the 1958
through '60 models gleaming in their
mid century pastels. Rows of slab side
sedans and convertibles through the
1960s decade delighted visitors.
Lincoln Marks and Town Cars, mini
limos and even a few Versailles models
highlighted the show cars from the
later decades. Congratulations to
everyone who exhibited and created
this spectacular show field!
The day ended with an elegant dinner in the Regency Ballroom with an
appropriately understated black and
white theme. Gorgeous white orchids
graced each table and a lucky representative from each got to take one
home.
The winner of the coveted Elliston
H. Bell Founder’s Trophy was Thomas
Askounis of Chicago with his elegant
1956 Lincoln Premiere sedan.
We are indebted to Lincoln Motor
Company for sending us Robert
Louisell who gave a very timely presentation on Lincolns of the past, present and future. Many thanks also go
to our judges and chief judge Steven
D'Ambrosia for their terrific work in
picking the top entries for awards.
Also, kudos must go to Tom McCarthy
for getting the trophies in place and
ready to go and for Kerry Roscoe, for
yet another spectacular dinner. As
each winner carried off his or her
award nothing but good memories of
this meet will go forward, creating
great satisfaction after all the hard
work it took to get here. Special
thanks to our meet co-chairs Jim Ayres
and Ron Cressy, for their countless
hours of hard work and to the rest of
the committee who pulled together to
make it happen.
The meet ended Sunday with a display of the the new Continental
Concept Car in front of the San Diego
Automotive Museum in Balboa Park.
Elayne Bendel,
LCOC Western National Meet
Communications.

Learning
California history
at the
San Pasqual
Battlefield
Museum.

Friday
night
auction.

Dave Cole
is the
guy in the
center at the
Saturday
night
banquet.

Some of
the Fifties
cars on
the field.

John Walcek
photographing
the Continental
Concept Car
and Dave Cole’s
1940 LC
Cabriolet at the
San Diego
Auto Museum.
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2015 LCOC San Diego Western National Meet,
Limited Edition note card sets.
If you didn't pick up your set of these beautiful commemorative note cards while at the event,
you can still purchase YOUR set today. Christmas is right around the corner and these will make
the perfect gift for any Lincoln Lover. Please contact Steven Erler
at stevenerler@mac.com to place your order.
For more detailed images of each card, please visit www.auto-visuals.com, and click on the LCOC tab.
Each set is available for $25.00, plus postage. 100% of the proceeds benefits the LCOC
Thank you for your support!
6

•

CONTINENTAL CONFAB

•

NOVEMBER

2015

Above, 1925 Lincoln L Roadster,
Arnold Schmidt, then a 1930 Lincoln L
Sedan, Ray Menefee.
Left above, 1956 Mark II, Gary Kautz
and a 1956 Mark II, Dennis Kay.
Left, just a few of
the Sixties convertibles.

LINCOLN PAR
&
I
I
K
R
T
A
M 1949-1979 S

Largest Inventory of NOS, New, Repro, Rebuilt
& Used Parts Available
WEATHERSTRIPS in stock
ENGINE/TRANSMISSION
POWER STEERING PUMPS
& GEARBOXES

SWITCHES
LENSES over 550 molds
BRAKES
NEW EXHAUST MANIFOLDS
SHEETMETAL 100+ PARTS CARS
SUSPENSION KITS
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Celebrating
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50 Years

SECURE
ONLINE
ORDERING AT:

markii.com

Jack Rosen

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-576-2752
or 951-686-2752 / 8 - 5

Mon-Fri

(U.S. & Canada)

/ Fax: 866-781-8675

E-MAIL: sales@markii.com / www.markii.com /13533 Hitt Rd, Apple Valley, CA 92308
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1979
Mark
V
Collector Series.
Good
condition.
Sunroof. 140,000
miles. Perfect cloth
interior.
Toolkit
and
umbrella.
Excellent straight
exterior,
good
Midnight
Blue
paint. Everything works. Asking $6000 Contact Mark Chambers
(503) 267-1140 WA.

marketp lace.. .
1971 Linc. Cont. MK III
Rare sunroof, Maroon with Maroon leather and fabric
interior, all in beautiful condition. New correct tires.
Many years in LCOC, owned since 1996 and maintained
to the highest standards. Runs and drives perfect.
Honors include Elliston Bell Founders Award (Best Of
Show), Western Region National Meet, 2006 and retired
winning the Emeritus Crystal Presidents' Award.
No Trailer Queen here! Driven to all National Meets
attended. Possibly the best Mk III in the country.
Contact Geo. & Shirley Richards
(818) 992-4537

Merchandise booths and LCOC recruitment.
POLICY: Ads will run for three issues. 50 words maximum!! The advertiser must contact the Editor to extend or modify ads. Ads are NO CHARGE for
Western Region members; non-member ads are $10.00 per issue, with a three-issue minimum on the initial ad. Photo ONLY if space permits. We
request that you notify the Editor when the advertised item is sold. Thank you.

www.lcocwestern.org

TO LCOC WESTERN REGION MEMBER:
2680 Park Hills Drive
Sacramento, CA 95821
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2015 Western National
Meet Story and Photos

