-$18$5<

> ,1&2/1
> ,1.

1HZVOHWWHURIWKH0LG:HVW5HJLRQRIWKH/LQFROQ &RQWLQHQWDO2ZQHUV&OXE
0(66$*( )520 <285
0,':(67 5(*,21 ',5(&725

0,':(67 5(*,21
2)),&(56

+DSS\ EHODWHG KROLGD\V WR (YHU\RQH -XVW GRHVQ·W
VHHP SRVVLEOH WKDW  LV RYHU :KHUH KDV WKH WLPH
JRQH"""

-RDQQH/RZHU'LUHFWRU
 
Joanne Lower

%UXFH':LOVRQ
$VVLVWDQW'LUHFWRU
 

:HKDYHKDGDJUHDW\HDUZLWKRXU/LQFROQ)ULHQGVDQG
KDYHKDGVRPHIXQWLPHV+RSH\RXKDGWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRMRLQXVDV
ZH PHW LQ /LQFROQ 1HEUDVND 0RVFRZ 0LOOV DQG +HUPDQQ 0LVVRXUL
6SULQJILHOG,OOLQRLVDQGLQ6W/RXLV0LVVRXUL

-HUU\6HLEHUW7UHDVXUHU
 

'XULQJRXUUHFHQWWULSWR5LFKDUG.RRS·VFDUILOOHGJDUDJHLQ0RVFRZ
0LOOVZHVDZKLVEHDXWLIXODXWRPRELOHVDQGPHWQHZPHPEHUV0LFKDHO
DQG'LDQD9LFNHU\$IWHUWKHJDUDJHWRXUZHFDUDYDQQHGWRWKH6WRQH
+LOO:LQHU\LQ+HUPDQQ0LVVRXULIRUDGHOLJKWIXOOXQFKLQWKH&DUULDJH
+RXVHDQGDWRXUDQGZLQHWDVWLQJRIWKHKLVWRULFZLQHU\

'RURWK\'DSNXV
$VVLVWDQW6HFUHWDU\
 

,Q6HSWHPEHUZHWUDYHOHGWR6SULQJILHOG,OOLQRLVIRUD5RXWHZHHNHQG
+RVWHGE\-HUU\6HLEHUW2XU/LQFROQVZHUHWKHIHDWXUHGFDUVDQG&OLII
*UHHQZDOW-HUU\6HLEHUWDQG-RKQ/RZHUWRRNKRPHWURSKLHVIRUWKHLU
EHDXWLIXO/LQFROQV

3HWH'DSNXV6HFUHWDU\
 

-RKQ/RZHU
0HPEHUVKLS'LUHFWRU
 
-HUU\6HLEHUW
/LQFROQ/LQN(GLWRU
7LP:LOVRQ3XEOLVKHU

2XU DQQXDO PHHWLQJ EHJDQ ZLWK D WRXU RI 6WHYH %UDXHU·V +XQWHU
&ROOHFWLRQRIIDEXORXVDXWRPRELOHVDQGIDVFLQDWLQJPHPRUDELOLDDQGDUW %2$5' 2) 0$1$*(56
'DQ%URZQ
ZRUN0DQ\RI\RXPD\UHPHPEHUZHWRXUHGWKLVFROOHFWLRQ\HDUVDJR
DWRXU&KDUWHU0HHWLQJDQGDJDLQGXULQJ/LQFROQVIRUWKH0LOOHQQLXPLQ 3HWHU'DSNXV-U
0DUN/DXGHUV
 $IWHU WKH WRXU ZH SURFHHGHG WR $PHULVWDU /DQGPDUN IRU D
+DOORZHHQ&KDPSDJQH%UXQFKDQGRXU$QQXDO0HHWLQJ-RKQ/RZHU -RDQQH0/RZHU
-RKQ//RZHU
DQQRXQFHG WKH UHVXOWV RI RXU HOHFWLRQ RI ERDUG PHPEHUV ZLWK 'DQ
5REHUW3DUNHU
%URZQRI1HEUDVNDMRLQLQJUHHOHFWHG3HWH'DSNXVDQG-RKQ/RZHU7KH
*DU\6DLORU
VODWH RI RIILFHUV ZHUH UHHOHFWHG E\ XQDQLPRXV YRWH (YHU\RQH VHHPHG
-HUU\6HLEHUW
YHU\HQWKXVLDVWLFDERXWRXU´/LQFROQ·VLQ/LQFROQ´10$0ZHDUHKRVW
%UXFH:LOVRQ

LQJ LQ 6HSWHPEHU RI  *UHDW WR VHH VR PDQ\ YROXQWHHULQJ IRU YDULRXV UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV :LWK
HYHU\RQHZLOOLQJWRSLWFKLQZHDUHDVVXUHGWRKDYHDQRWKHUIDQWDVWLF1DWLRQDO0HHW:HZLOOSXE
OLVKDOLVWLQJRIFRPPLWWHH&KDLUSHUVRQVLQRXUQH[WLVVXHRIWKH/LQFROQ/LQN
,UHFHQWO\VSRNHZLWK-DFN6KHDFRQFHUQLQJWKH/LQFROQ)RXQGDWLRQSODQVIRUWKH/LQFROQ0XVHXP
LQ*LOPRUH0LFKLJDQ,DPVXUHWKDW\RXKDYHUHDGDERXWWKHVHSODQVLQWKH1DWLRQDO/LQFROQDQG
&RQWLQHQWDO &RPPHQWV $OO 1DWLRQDO /LQFROQ &OXEV DUH LQYROYHG :H QHHG HYHU\ERG\ LQ RXU
0LG:HVW5HJLRQWRJHWEHKLQGWKLVSURMHFWDQGVXSSRUWWKH/LQFROQ)RXQGDWLRQLQWKHLUHIIRUWVWR
JHWWKLVEXLOGLQJEXLOW:KHQFRPSOHWHGLWZLOOEHIDQWDVWLF2XU0LG:HVW5HJLRQZDVDPRQJWKH
ILUVWWRGRQDWHWRWKH%XLOGLQJ)XQGEXWQRZZHQHHGWRGRPRUHWRKHOSPDNHWKLVDUHDOLW\/HW·V
JHWRXUKHDGVWRJHWKHUDQGFRPHXSZLWKVRPHLGHDVRQKRZRXUUHJLRQFDQFRQWULEXWH6RPHVXJ
JHVWLRQVDUHSDYHUVEULFNVZLWKHDFKPHPEHU·VQDPHRUSHUKDSVD´0LG:HVW5HJLRQ*DUGHQµZLWK
HYHU\PHPEHUVQDPHRQDSODTXHLQWKHJDUGHQ:LOOEHVHQGLQJRXWDPDLOLQJZLWK\RXUPHPEHU
VKLSUHQHZDOVRSOHDVHJLYHWKLVVRPHWKRXJKW
:HDUHVHWWLQJXSRXUUHJLRQLQWRDUHDVZLWK$UHD&R&RRUGLQDWRUVVHWWLQJXSDUHDDFWLYLWLHVIRU
*DU\6DLORUKDVDJUHHGWRDFFHSWWKHSRVLWLRQIRUWKH.DQVDVDQG:HVWHUQ0LVVRXUL$UHDDQG
ZLOOEHORRNLQJIRUDVVLVWDQWVWRKHOSKLPZLWKDFWLYLWLHVIRUWKHFRPLQJ\HDU,I\RXDUHLQWKDWDUHD
DQGZRXOGOLNHWRKHOSSOHDVHFRQWDFW*DU\:HZLOOEHQDPLQJRWKHUFRRUGLQDWRUVIRU,OOLQRLVDQG
(DVWHUQ0LVVRXUL$UHD$UNDQVDVDQG2NODKRPD$UHDDQG1HEUDVND$UHD3OHDVHFDOOPHLI\RXDUH
LQWHUHVWHG LQ YROXQWHHULQJ IRU WKHVH SRVLWLRQV 2XU SXUSRVH LQ GRLQJ WKLV LV WR SURYLGH \RX DV
0LG:HVW0HPEHUVZLWKPRUHDFWLYLWLHVZLWKLQDVKRUWGULYLQJGLVWDQFHRI\RXUKRPH<RXDUHZHO
FRPHWRDWWHQGDQ\DFWLYLWLHVLQDQ\$UHDRIRXU5HJLRQDQGHYHU\RQHLVZHOFRPHGWRRXU$QQXDO
0HHWLQJDQG+ROLGD\&HOHEUDWLRQHDFK\HDU
:LOOEHORRNLQJIRUZDUGWRVHHLQJ\RXDQG\RXU/LQFROQ
&RQWLQHQWDOO\\RXUV
-RDQQH

:HOFRPHWRRXU1HZ0HPEHUV
5H[ 6XVLH$OH[DQGHU
RI7XOVD2NODKRPDDUHWKHSURXGRZQHUVRID.9LFWRULDDQGD0DUN,,
/HR (OL]DEHWK&ROVRQ
RI1RUWK3ODWWH1HEUDVNDKDYHDWZRGRRU3UHPLHU
(ULF -D\QH0HQVVHQ
RI6HFRU,OOLQRLVKDYHWKUHH/LQFROQVDIRUPDOVHGDQDFRQYHUWLEOHDQGD
7RZQ&DU

:HVHQGDZDUPZHOFRPHWRRXUQHZPHPEHUVDQGKRSHWRVHH\RXVRRQ


0LG:HVW5HJLRQ)DOO0HHWLQJ
*HWWLQJNLFNVRQ5RXWH

7KH ODVW ZHHNHQG RI 6HSWHPEHU IRXQG WKH 0LG:HVW
5HJLRQ´JHWWLQJLWVNLFNVRQ5RXWHµ7KHUHJLRQ·VIDOO
PHHWLQJ ZDV KHOG LQ 6SULQJILHOG ,OOLQRLV LQ FRQMXQFWLRQ
ZLWK WKH DQQXDO ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 5RXWH  0RWKHU 5RDG
)HVWLYDO ZKLFK DWWUDFWV RYHU  FROOHFWRU FDUV WR WKH
GRZQWRZQVKRZDUHD
7KH ZHHNHQG EHJDQ
ZLWK D FUXLVHLQ DW
7UR[HOO
)LQDQFLDO
$GYLVRUV KRVWHG E\ %HVW/LQFROQ&ODVV&OLII*UHHQZDOWILUVW-HUU\6HLEHUW
VHFRQG-RKQ/RZHUWKLUGLQIURQWRI&OLII·V
-HUU\6HLEHUWDQGVWDII
RQ )ULGD\ HYHQLQJ  0LG:HVW 5HJLRQ /&2& PHPEHUV KDG 
/LQFROQV RQ GLVSOD\ DQG ZHUH MRLQHG E\ WKH &HQWUDO ,OOLQRLV
5HJLRQ RI WKH $$&$ ZLWK D ZLGH YDULHW\ RI DQWLTXH YHKLFOHV
7KHUDLQIURPHDUOLHULQ
7KH/LQFROQ&RUUDO
WKH GD\ FOHDUHG DZD\
DQGDOOLQDWWHQGDQFHHQMR\HGDEHDXWLIXOHYHQLQJRIVRFLDO
L]LQJHDWLQJGULQNLQJDQGHQMR\LQJILQHFDUV
6DWXUGD\ZDVFDUVKRZGD\GRZQWRZQZLWKPHPEHUV·FDUV
LQWKH/LQFROQ&RUUDO/LQFROQZDVWKHKRQRUHGPDUTXHIRU
WKHVKRZDVSDUWRIWKH\HDUORQJFHOHEUDWLRQRIWKH\HDU
DQQLYHUVDU\
RI
$EUDKDP
/LQFROQ·V
6WHYH$PDQW·V7RZQ&DU
ELUWKGD\$KXJHFURZG
DGPLUHG WKH /LQFROQV
GXULQJWKHGD\EHWZHHQLQWHUPLWWHQWUDLQVKRZHUV
7KH UHQRZQHG 6DSXWR·V
,WDOLDQ 5HVWDXUDQW VHUYHG
DVWKHVLWHIRUWKHHYHQLQJ·V
GLQQHU DQG EXVLQHVV PHHW
&OLII*UHHQZDOW·V¶LQIURQWRIWKH
LQJ7KHODVDJQDVSDJKHWWL
,OOLQRLV2OG6WDWH&DSLWDOZLWK
DQG RWKHU SDVWD GLVKHV
$EUDKDP/LQFROQUHDG\IRUDULGH
VHUYHG WR UHSOHQLVK WKH
HQHUJ\VSHQWGXULQJWKHGD\ZDONLQJWKHVKRZILHOGDQGZLS
LQJ GRZQ WKH GUHQFKHG YHKLFOHV  -RDQQH /RZHU XSGDWHG WKH
PHPEHUVRQWKH5HJLRQ·VSODQVIRUWKHUHPDLQGHURIWKH\HDU
DQGWKHSODQVEHLQJPDGHIRUWKH0LG$PHULFD1DWLRQDO0HHW
KRVWHG E\ WKH 0LG:HVW 5HJLRQ LQ /LQFROQ 1HEUDVND LQ
6HSWHPEHURI

3DXO%UDQKDPZLWKKLVFRQYHUWLEOH
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s Shown in its original form when ﬁrst delivered to
the White House, the X-100 Lincoln parade car has the
1961 grille, Continental Mark II wheel covers and the
Plexiglas top in place with the protective cover over the
rear portion of the passenger compartment.

s After JFK’s assassination, the X-100 Lincoln was
rebuilt as a closed limousine with a transparent
top. It’s shown here with the 1962 front grille and
1956 Lincoln Premiere wheel covers.

s

‘X-100’ convertible sedan
With a totally new image for Lincoln
coming in 1961, it made sense to have
the most modern of limousines for the
most powerful man in the free world:
the president of the United States. Just
before Christmas 1960, unit number
1Y86H405950, a convertible sedan in
black, was pulled from the production line
and sent off to Hess & Eisenhardt in Ohio.
There, in a little more than one month’s
time, the conversion to one of the most
important and spectacular cars ever produced took place. The car was ofﬁcially
identiﬁed as the “X-100.”
Once the car arrived at Hess & Eisenhardt, a number of major modiﬁcations
were undertaken. The car was stretched
in an most unusual way, adding about six
inches between the driver’s door and the
rear door opening, which doubled as a privacy partition and a place to store weapons to fend off possible attacks. The rear
door was also stretched about four inches,
allowing it to open without any obstruction for the rear seat passengers, though
getting in and out of the jump seats was a
bit difﬁcult.
Another extension was performed behind the rear door openings. The back seat
was placed farther back from its stock
position to allow a bit more room for the
fold-away jump seats. All of these body
modiﬁcations added more than 42 inches
to the length of the car, and the wheelbase
grew from its stock 123 inches to 156. The
base weight also grew from slightly more
than 5,200 lbs. in stock form to more than
7,800 lbs. when ﬁnished.
Built as an open parade car, the X-100
was ﬁtted with an optional four-piece
“bubble top” that could be put on the car
in several conﬁgurations. Many people
believe that, had this top been in place
while Kennedy was in Dallas, the shots
would not have had the effect they did,
and the president probably would have
survived. A black covering was also provided to completely enclose the “bubble
top,” turning the car from an open parade
vehicle to a more secure, enclosed limousine.
The 15-inch wheels were another
change from the stock Continental, which
normally rode on 9.00 x 14-inch tires.
Special heavy-duty tires were used. A trip
to the parts shelves produced the Continental Mark II wheel covers, which had
also been on 15-inch rims. On the front
bumper, two custom-built chrome pods
were added, each containing ﬂashing red
lamps. Spotlights were mounted on the
windshield pillars and ﬂag stanchions
with mini spotlights placed on the leading
edges of the front fenders. A rear-mounted spare tire holder was fashioned, and the

rear bumper was replaced with step plates
on either side for Secret Service personnel. Concealed in the deck lid were retractable grab handles for security people
on the back. There were also provisions
made for mounting running boards along
the side of the car for additional security.
The interior saw a number of alterations, including a rear seat-mounted AM
radio, special two-way radios in both
the front and rear compartments and, for
open-top parades, the rear seat could be
raised up to six inches.
Soon after its delivery to the White
House in February 1961, a few quirks
in X-100 appeared. According to retired
Ford public relations man Calvin Beauregard who was often in charge of the X-100
and other VIP ﬂeet vehicles loaned out by
the company, one of the biggest problems
was the frequent loss of the Mark II wheel
covers. These days, collectors have been
known to pay as much as $500 each for
these hand-assembled items, but even in
1961, they were expensive.
There were a number of other small de-

tails that President Kennedy and his staff
didn’t like about the car in its initial form,
and in the fall of 1961 it was sent back to
Hess & Eisenhardt for revisions.
A list of a dozen items were presented
to the company in September 1961. These
included re-working the center body pillar
to facilitate the full removal of the upper
glass frame and pillars; re-working the
cross-bars to make this conversion quick
and simple; total removal of the partition
between the driver and passenger compartments; construction of new front seat
backing to ﬁll in the area left by the partition removal; creation and installation of
grab handles on the top of the front seat
(to help steady the VIPs as they waved
during a motorcade); re-working the rear
seat to make it more comfortable and the
installation of Ensulite pads (Kennedy
had a bad back due to injuries received
during World War II); addition of ﬁllers to
the rear ﬂoor to eliminate the drive-shaft
hump; creation of a portable armrest, speciﬁcally ﬁlled with sea-sand and trimmed
in leather; design and installation of robe-

straps for the rear side door pockets; installation of an updated 1962 front grille
and bumper assembly; re-working of the
red lamp assemblies to the new bumper;
and a general clean-up of the sheet metal,
as required.
The cost estimate of cost for this job
by Hess & Eisenhardt was set at $4,000,
which was picked up by the Ford Motor
Co. Several other tasks were also performed, including re-working the ﬂag
brackets, re-doing the canvas cover for
the “bubble top” to include a smaller limousine-sized rear window and solving a
perplexing problem with the left rear door
glass, which was getting scratched whenever it was raised and lowered.
These were items that just couldn’t go
unchecked with the car that was carrying
the president of the United States. It was
also during this re-work that the original
Mark II wheel covers were replaced with
those from the 1956 Lincoln Premiere.
These are the covers the car was wearing
on that fateful day in Dallas.
While the X-100 car had left the Wix-



om assembly plant in Presidential Black,
it was ﬁrst delivered to the White House in
a dark blue, which would later be referred
to as “Presidential Blue.” Surprisingly,
there were very few security additions to
the car when it was originally delivered. It
had no bullet-proof glass, no armor plating, and while the tires were of a specially
created “run-ﬂat” design, they were not
bullet-proof.
After Nov. 22, 1963, the X-100 Lincoln
was whisked back to Washington, D.C.
There, items that were considered evidence in the assassination, were removed,
including the rear seat soft trim and the
windshield. Reportedly, Henry Ford II
contacted President Johnson and offered
to have a new limousine constructed. For
whatever reason, Johnson dictated that the
X-100 be sent back to Hess & Eisenhardt
and re-worked into an enclosed limousine
suitable for presidential needs.
On a rush order taking just a few
months and nicknamed the “Quick-Fix,”
the car was modiﬁed and returned to the
White House ﬂeet by the spring of 1964.
Weighing over two tons more than when it
had served Kennedy, the car now sported
an entirely enclosed passenger compartment. The partition between the driver’s
area and the back seats was also returned.
All-new “transparent armor” (or bulletresistant glass) was installed in the windshield, side glass and over the rear portion
of the back compartment. A center section
was designed to be removed, should the
VIP decide to stand and be visible to the
crowds.
The interior was ﬁnished in pleated
black leather, while the back was in a
tasteful combination of navy and silver
leathers. A trunk-mounted air-conditioning system was added for the rear compartment and a specially prepared Lincoln
V-8 was installed under the hood. When
ﬁrst delivered, X-100 retained the 1962style grille and the 1956 Lincoln wheelcovers.
To the rear, the deck-mounted grab
handles were now permanent ﬁxtures,
and the removable running boards were
replaced by retractable step plates. While
the new X-100 conﬁguration had a permanently enclosed, glass-covered passenger
compartment, a new removable fabric top
was designed to go over the top panels,
and if desired, even block off the rear pane
of side glass behind the back door.
The car was used extensively by President Johnson during his 1964 presidential campaign. Shortly after his landslide
victory, it was again returned to Hess &
Eisenhardt for a few more tweaks, including the addition of 1965 Lincoln-style
wheel covers (with the regular production cars having gone from 14- to 15-inch



Mercury dealership plenty busy, carrying
out the repairs to the suspension and engines when the cars had been in the hands
of the president.

Possibly inspired by the X-100, Lehmann-Peterson of Chicago began producing
factory-supported stretch limousines in 1964, with this being one of the very earliest examples produced.

wheels). Also, the replacement of the
original tail lamps (used in production
from 1961 to 1964) with the 1965-style
units, which had chrome bars protecting
the red lenses.
After his election in 1964, Johnson
used the car sparingly, but a number of
other government ofﬁcials and visiting
dignitaries were transported in the car,
which Ford Motor Co. continued to own
and maintain. In 1967, and again in 1968,
the car was re-worked with improvements
that included making the new center glass
panel open. Richard Nixon used this open
panel on a number of occasions during
his term in ofﬁce. Even after a new 1972based replacement Lincoln presidential
limousine was delivered in 1973, X-100
was kept in the White House ﬂeet and
went on to see service in both the Gerald
Ford and Jimmy Carter administrations.
After 16 years of use, X-100 was withdrawn from service and donated to the
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Mich.
There, it would eventually be displayed
with several other presidential vehicles,
including the 1939-’42 Sunshine Special
and the original 1950 “bubble top” parade
cars.
The ‘X-247’ sedan
Several other Lincolns were in the
White House ﬂeet during the Johnson
administration, including a custom-built
1962 “bubble top” car. Like the X-100,
this car was given special treatment by
Hess & Eisenhardt, but it started life as a
base four-door sedan.
Given the code number X-247, this vehicle was ﬁtted with a permanent Plexiglas “bubble top,” given a very slight
stretch, ﬁtted with a partition, rear-seat
air conditioning and even its own AM radio. When Johnson’s daughter, Lucy, was
married, the car was used in the wedding
procession, carrying the bride-to-be from
the White House to the chapel. Out at
Johnson’s ranch in Texas, Ford Motor Co.

was reported to have kept a constant ﬂow
of Lincoln convertibles at the ready for
the president’s personal use and, in 1968,
the company added a custom-built limousine from Lehmann-Peterson — the ﬁrm
that had created the ﬁrst factory-promoted
stretch limo program in conjunction with
Ford.
Reportedly, Johnson believed these
cars should not only provide quality transportation on the road, but also off-road
when he needed to pursue a stray calf or
round up a herd of Texas longhorns. These
tales reportedly kept the local Lincoln-

The fate of presidential Lincolns
X-100 is still on display today at The
Henry Ford Museum, in the same conﬁguration as when it was retired in 1977.
The 1962 X-247 “bubble top” car is in
the private collection of John O’Quinn in
Houston, but was, for many years, a part
of the Presidential Cars Exhibition of the
Auto Collections at the Imperial Palace
in Las Vegas. Several of the Lincoln convertibles used by Johnson on his ranch, as
well as the 1968 Lehmann-Peterson limousine, are on display at the LBJ Library
and Museum outside of Austin, Texas.
It was quite a legacy that Ford Motor
Co. created in providing the ride for the
most powerful men in the world. It is a
saga that will no be repeated anytime
soon. Since the 1990s, the cars that carry
the president are not retained by the car
company, but by the federal government.
Many retired cars are eventually destroyed in bomb, bullet and other forms of
testing — all in the name of protecting the
leader of the United States of America.

The X-100 after the 1964 modifications.
Note the 1963 grill and 1964 wheel covers.

